
Mission Statement
Cabrini Clinic provides  

a holistic approach toward 
meeting the primary health 
care needs of economically 

disadvantaged residents  
of southwest Detroit and  
beyond. We serve those 

who fall through the  
medical  and social safety 
net and help them connect 

with basic resources.  
We offer education,  

prevention and treatment 
without charge, but with 

deep compassion and  
respect for the people  

we serve and their needs.
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Mercy Volunteer Corps

• SYMPATHY to nurse volunteer and 
board member, Sheila Keefe on her loss 
of her brother John. Also to our volunteer 
Diabetic Educator, Carolyn Jennings who 
lost her mother, and to nurse volunteer, 
Julie Sweeny who lost her father.

TRibuTE To DR. PEggY RYAN

on February 22, volunteer 
Dr. Peggy Ryan lost her 
battle with cancer. Peggy 
provided care to our 
patients for many years 
until she retired from 
the practice of internal 
medicine at Ford. Not 
wanting to leave the clinic, she applied 
her knowledge as a pharmacy tech at the 
Thursday afternoon clinic. Peggy had a 
gift for forming community, including at 
Cabrini Clinic. We miss her greatly.

Volunteer News

Cabrini Clinic recently 
became eligible to participate 
in the Health Resources and 
Services Administration 
(HRSA) loan repayment 
program. HRSA, an agency 
of the u.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
oversees both the National 
Health Service Corps (for 
primary care medical, dental 
and mental health clinicians) 
and the NuRSE Corps (for 
registered nurses) in order 
to encourage health care 
professionals to work in a 
Health Professional Shortage 
Area, or HPSA. in exchange 
for two years of service in a 
HPSA, such as Cabrini Clinic, 
a health care professional may 
qualify for loan repayment. 
For more information, visit 
www.hrsa.gov.

Congratulations, Alisa Smith, DPN
Clinical Nurse Manager Alisa Smith completed her 
requirements for a Doctorate of Nursing Practice at the 
university of Detroit Mercy.  She successfully defended 
her dissertation on “An Educational intervention for 
African American Men and their Significant Female 
Partner on Prostate Cancer and Prostate Cancer 
Screening.” The results show that including a significant 
female partner in the discussion of prostate cancer 
screening may increase intent to participate.  She will 
submit her study for publication.  Congratulations, Dr. 
Smith; we are proud of you.  

Volunteer Jan Baiardi, at left, congratulates Dr. Alisa Smith.

• CoNgRATulATioNS to physician 
volunteer Dr. Peter Bauman from 
germany who became a uS citizen in 2013.

• WElCoME to new volunteers, Sisters 
of Mercy Rita Valade and Renee Kettering 
who are co-web-masters of our new and 
improved web site.  

• WElCoME also to our two new 
psychiatrists from Henry Ford, Dr. Husain 
and Dr. Truccone.

• MANY THANKS to nurse volunteer, 
Anne Marie Bradley who, with the nurses 
on 4-South at oakwood, collected $400 in 
gift cards for Meijer’s and Kroger’s for our 
patients in need. As food stamps have been 
cut, more of our patients complain of not 
having food to eat. These gift cards will be 
a great help.

STUDENT LOAN 
REPAYMENT 
PROGRAM



Director’s Corner

While asking myself “What should 
i write for the Director’s Corner?” 
i realized that this is my last 
column.  April 7, Kelly Herron will 
be joining Cabrini Clinic as our 
new Executive Director. Kelly is 
an outstanding leader, and we are 
fortunate to have recruited her. So 
i am cleaning out my office and 
letting go. Twenty years ago, i was 
blessed to find Cabrini Clinic, and 
to be offered the job by Father Russ. 
it was never a job; it became my life. 
i am proud of what i accomplished, 
with a lot of help from my friends. 
i look forward to the new ideas and 
energy that Kelly will bring to the 
mission of the clinic. May god and 
Father Kern and Mother Cabrini 
and all the angels and saints 
continue to bless Cabrini Clinic.  
Amen.

—Sister Mary Ellen Howard 
 

VISIT FROM THE  
  

on February 26, Sister Simone 
Campbell, Executive Director of 
Network, a Catholic social justice 
lobby, joined Cabrini Clinic staff, 
volunteers and patients to discuss 
healthcare for the uninsured. Simone 
is best known for the bus tour she 
took across the uSA in 2012, drawing 
attention to the federal budget and 
its impact on the poor. She spoke 
at the 2012 Democratic National 
Convention, saying that her support 
for the Affordable Care Act was part 
of her “pro-life” stance. Sister Simone 
came to Detroit to highlight how local 
Catholic sisters aid the needy. She also 
visited the Mercy Education Project 
and the Dominican literacy Center, 
and spoke at oakland university on 
“The Reality of Poverty and Political 
Analysis.” See http://network-
education.org/JoyoftheGospel

on or about April 1, uninsured persons 
whose income falls below 133% of Federal 
Poverty level may sign up for an expanded 
Medicaid program called “Healthy 
Michigan.” Childless adults will no longer be 
excluded from Medicaid.  Many of Cabrini 
Clinic’s patients will be eligible, and we will 
help them enroll. both Teresa Hernandez and 
Alexandra Jaggers are trained as Enrollment 

Navigators. Thanks to the Metro Health Foundation for a generous grant 
to support our enrollment efforts. For more info, see www.michigan.gov/
healthymichiganplan

HUMAN INSURANCE
Marte Sklaar of Norway is a journalism major at Michigan State university. in 
November, Marte spent three days at Cabrini Clinic talking with Alisa Smith 
and our uninsured patients, hearing their stories. The result is a beautiful book 
entitled “The Human insurance.” Marte said that, for those who do not have 
regular insurance, Cabrini Clinic provides a human insurance through its staff 
and volunteers.  

SAVE 
THE DATE

May 21, 2014 
– A grand 
retirement 
party in the 
Masonic 

Temple Chapel is being planned for 
Sister Mary Ellen. Fun guaranteed. All 
proceeds will establish an endowment 
fund in Sister Mary Ellen’s honor to 
ensure future sustainability of the clinic.  

SPOTLIGHT ON DAN DALTON  
Dan Dalton chairs the Cabrini Clinic Advisory board. in his professional life 
outside of the clinic, Dan is an attorney. His firm, Dalton & Tomich, specializes 
in banking, business, and land use and zoning. in November of 2013 Dan 
moved his firm to Detroit from bloomfield Hills. “Everyone in the firm loves the 
city of Detroit,” he explained, “and many of our clients are here in the city.”

When asked how he got involved with the clinic, Dan said he belonged 
to leadership Detroit, a program run by the Detroit Regional Chamber to 
connect executives with organizations. Sister Mary Ellen called him to pursue 
his interest in serving on a nonprofit board.  While their first meeting was 
potentially catastrophic (Dan recalled how he unintentionally “stiffed a nun” for 
breakfast), Mary Ellen’s good nature allowed her to recognize that Dan was the 
right man for the job.

Dan appreciates serving on Cabrini Clinic’s advisory board because it allows 
him to help “provide a needed service to the medically underserved” that he 
experienced growing up. He added that he also enjoys Mary Ellen’s “don’t hold 
back” attitude when it comes to leading the clinic. While he admitted that Mary 
Ellen will be greatly missed after her retirement, he said that he is also “excited 
to be involved in the transition and the future of the clinic. No matter what,” 
Dan said, “Cabrini Clinic will always provide free service to patients and an 
opportunity for service to volunteers.”

April 7th, Kelly Herron will join the 
staff of the Cabrini Clinic as its seventh 
Executive Director. She brings a wealth 
of experience in nonprofit leadership 
to the clinic. Most recently Kelly has 
been working with the Early Childhood 
investment Corporation in lansing.  
She was Director of Recruitment and 
Mission integration for the Society of 
St. Vincent DePaul in Detroit from 2008 
to 2011. Prior to that Kelly was office 
Administrator for Worship and Christian Service at St. Columban’s Church in 
birmingham. She has a MA in Pastoral Studies from Sacred Heart Seminary, and 
completed five units of Clinical Pastoral Education at beaumont Hospital.

Dan Dalton, chair of the Clinic Advisory board led the search committee. “We 
had some excellent candidates, but Kelly was our unanimous choice. We were 
impressed by her leadership skills and her understanding of the church and the 
mission of the clinic.”

Kelly lives in lake orion with her husband Tom and their five grown children.  
For relaxation they head up north where they have an apple orchard and raise 
Mason bees. Kelly says about her new job that she looks forward to getting to 
know everyone involved in Cabrini Clinic—from the patients to the staff and 
volunteers, to the donors and all who are part of the mission.  

NUN ON THE BUS

“HEALTHY MICHIGAN”
Sister Simone Campbell is the executive 
director of the Catholic social justice 
lobby NETWORK in Washington, DC, 
and the leader of Nuns on the Bus. As 
an advocate for the poor, she lobbies on 
issues of healthcare, economic policy, 
and immigration reform.

Welcome Kelly Herron
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A grand retirement party in the Masonic 
Temple Chapel is being planned for Sister 
Mary Ellen. SAVE THE DATE!

“The question is not, Why are so many people falling through 
the cracks? The question is, Why are there so many cracks?”  

Clinical Nurse Manager, Alisa Smith, 
completed her requirements for a Doctorate 
of Nursing Practice at the university of 
Detroit Mercy.

on April 7th, Kelly Herron will join the staff 
of the Cabrini Clinic as its Executive Director. 

—Bill Moyers

Insurance is like a hospital gown; You never have enough coverage.


